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least?	Trust	me,	I’m	right	there	with	you	asking	these	questions.	But	lately	I’ve	felt	the	Holy	Spirit	turn	the	question	back	on	me:	“Why	have	you	traded	preparation	for	perfection?”	So	what	if	the	house	isn’t	perfectly	clean	or	the	Christmas	cookies	perfectly	frosted?	There	is	no	peace	in	the	midst	of	preparation	if	we	are	striving	for	perfection.			Both	Sabbath	(a	weekly	sacred	holiday)	and	Christmas	(a	yearly	holiday)	should	be	reminders	to	us	of	the	ultimate	gift	of	Jesus	Christ	-	born	as	a	baby	to	live	on	this	earth,	to	die	for	our	sins,	to	rise	again	so	that	we	could	be	free.	“And	if	the	Son	has	set	[us]	free	then	[we]	are	free	indeed!”	John	8:36.	Freedom	offers	us	peace.	It	is	the	gift	that	silences	the	tape	recorder	in	all	our	minds	telling	us	we	must	work	harder,	we	are	not	enough,	we	have	to	prove	ourselves,	we	must	be	perfect.	Jesus	alone	is	perfect:	“For God was pleased to have 
all his fullness dwell in [Christ], and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed 
on the cross,” Colossians 1:19-20. 	
 	
Today, in the midst of all this preparation I claim Isaiah 26:3 as my prayer: “You will 
keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all who’s thoughts are fixed on you!” Jesus, 
may I trust in you to be the perfect, spotless lamb of God slain for me. May I trust that 
you are working as a craftsman to chisel away my imperfections and to give me a 
character more like yours. And may you remain steadfast at the center of my life.		
May the perfect gift of Jesus Christ bring peace and great joy to your heart and soul 
today as you make the Main Thing, the main thing this Christmas season.		
Blessings to you and prayers as you finish this semester! 		
 -Anna	Bennett	
 
